Year Six Book talk - reciprocal reading conversation guide
Planning-pupil led sessions
Summarising focus

Overview:

Remember, take your time, read out the script clearly and don’t be afraid to take a pause.
Understanding how the plan works:

Stick to the script-it tells you what to say and gives you all the answers you need. Read
the question first, give everyone in the group the chance to answer then read out the
answer.

Summary | Question: Can you explain what type of questions are summary questions?
Answer: Questions where you read the text then write what you have
learned in your own words.

Question: Does summarising mean copying different parts of the text?
Answer: Almost never, it is normally writing in your own words.

Question: Do the answers to summary questions need to be long?
Answer: No, it is better to keep your answers short rather than trying to
write lots.

Question: When would summarising mean putting events in order?
Answer: When you are asked to summarise the events in the text, it would
make sense to put them in chronological order.

Now, read out the question(s) one at a time. Discuss as a group what the
important information in the question(s) is and highlight/circle/underline it.

Give everyone a chance to answer before you read out the correct answer.

Notes:
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Year Six Book talk - reciprocal reading conversation guide
Planning-pupil led sessions
Retrieval focus

Overview:

Remember, take your time, read out the script clearly and don’t be afraid to take a pause.
Understanding how the plan works:

Stick to the script-it tells you what to say and gives you all the answers you need. Read
the question first, give everyone in the group the chance to answer then read out the
answer.

Retrieval Question: Can you explain what type of questions are retrieval questions?
Answer: Questions where you read the text to find the answers then either
copy parts of the text or put it into your own words.

Question: Is retrieval always copying?
Answer: Not always, it depends on the question.

Question: Do you need to worry about spellings if you are copying from the
text?

Answer: Yes, copying spellings exactly is really important.

Question: When answering retrieval questions, should you copy as much or
as little as possible?

Answer: As little as possible, copying too much often means you don’t
answer the question accurately.

Now, read out the question(s) one at a time. Discuss as a group what the
important information in the question(s) is and highlight/circle/underline it.

Give everyone a chance to answer before you read out the correct answer.

Notes:
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Year Four Book talk - reciprocal reading conversation guide
Planning-pupil led sessions
Summarising focus

Overview:

Remember, take your time, read out the script clearly and don’t be afraid to take a pause.
Understanding how the plan works:

Stick to the script-it tells you what to say and gives you all the answers you need. Read
the question first, give everyone in the group the chance to answer then read out the
answer.

Summary | Question: Can you explain what type of questions are summary questions?
Answer: Questions where you read the text then write what you have
learned in your own words.

Question: Does summarising mean copying different parts of the text?
Answer: Almost never, it is normally writing in your own words.

Question: Could you write summarising answers in bullet points?
Answer: Yes, if it helped you to organise your answers this would be useful.

Now, read out the question(s) one at a time. Discuss as a group what the
important information in the question(s) is and highlight/circle/underline it.

Give everyone a chance to answer before you read out the correct answer.

Notes:
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Year Three

Book talk - reciprocal reading conversation guide
Planning-pupil led sessions
Prediction focus

Overview:

Remember, take your time, read out the script clearly and don’t be afraid to take a pause.
Understanding how the plan works:

Stick to the script-it tells you what to say and gives you all the answers you need. Read
the question first, give everyone in the group the chance to answer then read out the

answer.

Prediction

Question: Can you explain what type of questions are prediction questions?
Answer: Questions where you read the text then decide what you think will
happen based on what you have read.

Question: Is prediction guessing?
Answer: Not just guessing, think of it as educated guessing where you use
what you learn to help you.

Now, read out the question(s) one at a time. Discuss as a group what the
important information in the question(s) is and highlight/circle/underline it.

Give everyone a chance to answer before you read out the correct answer.

Notes:

© readingonyourhead.com 2021

























Year Two Book talk - reciprocal reading conversation guide
Planning-pupil led sessions
Vocabulary focus

What to do:

Take your time, read out the script clearly and don’t be afraid to stop.

Understanding the plan:

Use the script-it tells you what to say and gives you all the answers you need. Read the
guestion first, let everyone in the group answer then read out the answer.

Vocabulary | Ask these questions first:

Question: What type of questions are vocabulary questions?

Answer: Questions to do with the meaning of words or how they are used in
a text.

Question: How can you find out what a word in a text means?
Answer: Read that part of the text, that will help you to understand what it
means.

Next, follow these instructions:
1. Now read out the question(s) one at a time.
2. Discuss as a group what the important information in the question is
and highlight/circle/underline it.
3. Give everyone a chance to answer before you read out the correct
answer.

Notes:
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